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LOGKHEED P-38 LIGHTNING 
IN USAAF FRENCH ITALIAN CHINESE NATIONALIST SERVICE 


LOCKHEED P-38 LIGHTNING 


Majoe Richard rv Boos, 40 vezwies, Major Thomas 
i. McGuire, Jey 34 remiss, Cal Charis H. MacDonald 
3 “icone Gta’ Jobesco, Tommy Lynch, Rabbian 
Sraith, Dati, Perse, Delaven, the sng of aco wh 
fined all or a part of their victories fring the PS 
ould go on and on. Msjor Bong was the lending American 
‘Ree of World War Il em al forty of hs ils Were sored 
"Despie the tals compiled by the P-38 Accs 
the aicraft foe aw hme service im that wa ad 
By only 27 groupe, contnted or cxumpic by the 38 
‘loupe that wed the Bet. ded noe Bae the same chance 
{Evia up score fa the ETO tie PSI Bew almost twee 
1 muny sort wile the PAY flew almost four tines a 
any pores at he Lighming i the theater The P38 
‘imnpld slphtly over 2300 ils i Europe whe Ios 
SPHIDe over 350 crate tes combat mason loupe 
Sra por sorbe wos high forthe theater Al tod the 
Lightnin? groups Rew almoxt 130.000 nee 

‘tany ote eroopy tha dat By the P38 tm combut dt 
rot fy it for any feat length of te belore conversing 
ID'eliker the ‘Thuaderboit oe Muang. Only 23 oop 
Hor the plane in combat theater oor f these groups st 
fo acon at all and a number of the other Rew x long 
Siurother arciaft at the same time Mort of the PS 
‘Suv that cae exteaive action were in the South Pacibe 
ce North Africa. 

“The end of the war sek the end of the career of the 
Laing eta Gane of Seman te 
Fast about double thon of 3 ne. Uninet 
‘Mustang snd Thandertot the Lightning di nt fl isl 
‘elepaed to am Air Gund tole fe was mead let 10 the 
Saw and drop hummen of the scrap dealer. Asal 
umber desired sv war surpun were pebed up by cas 
ims to be ued in aral survey, poms, an pho 
ftaphy, work A fw then were ported bY face 
EEthujatts and entered in the Nasal Air Raccs the 
fmmedire pont ar Yeas when they were ree 

Foveign tape of the POS was mid, the Chine 
Nationals “Al Force reccied some’ Lighmings The 
emi and Iai Air Force abo were pven some PS 
(which were ted cay in te post war Fear bot sed 
for rather au 


Te fit combat missions and rst victory scored by a 
as were Gown from bases iz Teclznd amd the bl was 
cconded when 4 Focke Walt Ruser was shot down over 
‘Se Aanui so August of 1942, 


‘The European Theater of Operations 


“The Eighth Air Force had 2 total of seven groups of 
Lighmings ‘These Weve the 1s. 1athy 200h, 58th, 8th, 
Selon and 4790 

‘The Ist Fishict Group cotered combat with the th 
Air Force on 24 Aug toad Alter png 2 umber of 
Sram agunse the low couzarcs an France the [at Wat 
‘eamsgned fo the 120 Ar Fores and sent to Nowth Alice 

The Tsth_ Group. Bew aptisubmarise ‘and. cons 
cleme patrols on the West Cont of the US operating 
‘Sot ef March and Hamten sucide in Caloris betore 
‘Sing sear to Engl to fun the th Ait Force in Octo= 
Ser ‘Serving manly in the bomber escurt role the 1th 
Cored we boxes ining ‘urges fe France but soot 
joined. the Ist Group in North Attics as 3 part of the 
Tm air Force 

“The 20d Figher Group joined the th in, August of 
1943 sod went sovo combat in are December of that Year 
Te kepe ats B-Sue unt Joly of 1984 when coovericd 
Sosangs, 

"The $5 Group became a member of the 8h in Sept- 
qtr of 1983 cquipped wath the Lightning at te time 
Fire musion. wat own on 15 Octaber, 1045, tod. the 
Group continued to operate the P-38 nil July of 1944 

"The Tauh Group ‘afr using with whe P38" and 
serving or Part of the Be dees trpanizaon, moved to 
England sed fined the Sth in December of "42 but lst 
fis plots and ‘reat im Febeuay of when they Were 
teat to the Tait Air Forme ‘The Group never did By the 
Bein combat with the Mh as ie wae Toplced "with 
the Po 

“Toe 364m Group moved from California wo England 
in February of 84 und became operational ast 23 dats 
ier, on? March, 1944, They converted to Bs im July 
fH ster fying their Lightmings in combat les than 
‘Sx months: Ths Group had tora ef 30 aces many of 


Whom scored their Sint Kill with the P-38, ooe of the 
Tending aces, Le Cal Lowell, ad at lea four a 

“The final Lighting group awigned to the ch was the 
73h which jomned op in Alay of 194 and medal 
ingan ping tact msatns whch they contiued bo 
UR October ehen they began to convert eo Bly 

Thos while the Sth had seven geoups suignad to & 
wo iw very limited action, the fee apd Tat amd coe 


Siw none'at al the 78a, The remaining groupe dad ee 
ques bit of comba 


nction sed 
‘hemaeives with the Lighening 
the Paha Wl yar belore conver 
‘One good tie made of the PM Groups was Spning 
them t cover the sovsson fect oo D-Day over te 
Ghannel as al but the move tiepet Kappy gases ta he 
convoy could not make the Ligheningy’ ious for 3 
The 20m Group won 2 DUC (Distinguished Unit 
Cantina) for 4 deep fighter penetration smcep into Ger 
‘many 1@ shoot ‘up sirields Sad other aspen of oppo 
funky. ‘Ts was flown on 8 Apa, 1948 Tcy shot aps 
fbumer of rome bento an stack by defending Sah 


apd prosseded to aboot up oi mpl, soln stock 
snd locomorivs and anything lsc thar found ielf ie 
their path on the way back "‘The Group ‘won the mck 


fame ff" Loco Group” for is saceencs in working Over 
the aude of Europe acl shooting up locomoues aad 
The other group to win 2 DUC was the 479h which 
during the period of 18 August trough 3” September 
1944"They denroved 4 large mumber ef enemy scr 
on the round on acredromes in France dating the pored 
tnd, in’ large serial duct over the Momscr area shot 
The 38th and 364th falled to win any citations while 
fing the P38 
The 9in Air Force had only three Lightning 
assigned to hy these were the 36s 370 aoe 
The 367th Group bscame a pur of the 8 
1943"and flew the Lighening until Febru 
itegaverted to the Thunderbolt. Tak 
fo thove steady. described for the Sth Air Force Group 
the’ Sera few Channel cover on D-Dar 
Saved te support the seven, forcs ch 
Set yen 
‘alnland and assumed 3 purty oct 
2 DUC for's double maulon flown on 2 


deserving 4 number of sircraft both on the ground and 


isthe ai Tabane off apnin the someday they flew 
hier sweep of over 800 miles 10 hit move nerodeomes 
of Bourges Dijon ancl Cogs 


The 70th joined the Buh ia February of “44 bur did 
o.com operations ‘untd May Ist Alter the 

sual beesking in peta of sortce they’ wets 3 part of 
ic D-Dav fighter cover over the Chanel aod then He 
cw over the Cotentin Peninwula the 

port of the iovsnoa forces They ase 
opplied cower forthe Siorne stant on Holland is 
Sipeember, "Thor DUC ‘wat carncd for carcying ut 2 
Sor ser minions de Hagen Fat se on nd 
ember proning home s mapain bomb atack tn the 
face of besey antiaueraft and smal arms fite on the 


lage of Bergstein The stack was mounted unset the 
poribie act of weather condiiees bet dot 
> eroup one bit Aft aking part ithe Batle of 


cenvered to the Muang 
up aed ig England March of 1948, 
and wes assigned tp tne Ss Aue Force, They began com 
ter operation on 25 Apri, 1544, wih the wel pawl 
2 Se const Thar group ‘kar selected to provide 
fight caver over the Channel for the D-Day Tevavon 
Fores and ow divecbombing mistons in support 


[Eoding the next day and all probity sr mo 
scien than spot groupe ip hat respect THe. group 


he Eoropean Continent so August and acted 
® exis ground one suppor mi Ther DUC 
on 23 Aug, 1948, whee they came seroma 


amber of German Panscr unite mased along the 


‘River i the Falane-Argentan aceaatcmpring 10 
he river in aa orderly watndrawal, Going on 10 he 
Dick at once sey fepestadlycive-bombed. snd strafed 


he, German forces Sitapeing their retreat and thowing 
: fenion. Fhe acon enabled the pursing 
desma or Spree 2 bape ure 
in te PSS) wat V 


Torscipatd inthe a scr no Holland, te Batic 
Fhe Bulge, the cro Rhine, and they Temsined 


con nil the war ended. The Group Wa al cited 
bythe Digan Government and avatded the Bean 


‘The Mediterranean Theater of Operations 


The 12m Ais Force intially had four P38 Groups bu 
* amo the Sty Ase Force at a het date 
“ ‘thir teat all wil be dealt With a hs 


point rather than tying to break them down into 10 
Teparate groupe covering acivincs in cach ait force, The 
ith warted wih the Ist, 14th 82nd and 380th Gioun, 
the 380i rexmained with te 130h until the end of the wa 

The Ist Group came to the 12th, a previously men 
tioned, ffom England, equipped with the P-33 which they 
Hew wotil the end of the war. "They, won three DUCs 

pe frst for's succevsul strafing attack on massed enemy 
aircraft tat had Been Brought up 10 oppose the Save 
ped landings at Saleroo. ‘Phe action took place on 25 
Roeant, 1943 Lew than a week lace ea 30 August to be 
cect, they picked up a socond DUG for Aghting of 
‘mavsed snack by enemy fipiters on the heavy bomber: 
they were excorting thus enabling the. bombers 10 nfict 
bheavy damage on the marshalling yards at Aver. ‘They 
sipported the Sct’ Sulrno invasion in’ September and 
Were reamigned to the 13th Ale Force i November 
Their third DUC came on 18 May, 1048, when they 
provided withdrawal support forthe bomber return 
From a raid on the Plott ail elds. "They. finished out 
the war By providing air cover for the Aralo beach lad 
ings the Invasion of Southern France, and coatinued 10 
feeor the heavy bombers nto. Gertan, 

The 14th Group record fe slmont 1 duplicate of th 
record of the In Group in that they went to England 
Spart of the th, were reassigned to. the 1th and 
Serived im North Aion on 11 November, 1942, and. were 
finally ena to the 13th im November of 1943, ‘They also 
flew the P-38 for the entite wat. Missions, Were’ very 
Similar to the Ist Group's. They won their DUC on 2 
Korat 1944, Tor keeping’ a large forse of enemy fighters 
fr by whale the bomber: they were protecting hit ball 
Seating works an Austin 

The Sad Group si sent to Northern. Ireland, in 
October of 1982 for additional tring on the F-38 but 
Stere not atsiened so. any ait force in particlar until 
Site ordered 0 join the 12sh in North Afi in Doce 
Ber of 1982 10 reinforce the fighter groups being hard 
preset atthe time. ‘They won. pair of DOCS belore 
EiSne reassigned to the 1Sth im November of 43. Th 
frst DUC was awarded for low vel strafing mimion 
fou 25 Augan, 1943, Their target was a large concen 
Son of enemy aircraft on the various aitheldt ithe 
Fogg complex The second DUC came.a week later 
thee they saved a large bomber formanon trom sania 
Mon, oo 2 September, 1943. They spotted the heavy 
embers under's vaclous attack by a" iaege number of 
Nazi fighters sod bored. io at once to. dive them of 
The bombers had fled to make contact wth their with 
drawal ocort after a rail on We macwballog yard at 
Naples Sad were without protection. ‘They earned thei 
ard DUC ava part of the 15th Air Ponce on 10 June, 
1948, for a dive-Dombing attack om the Ploest oll Comm 
plex The 2nd continued flying Pee unt the war's eed 

The Seth. Group fll 
ve the tain in Non Alcoa, Bowever ‘a wat 
bver enusely equipped with the Lightning, they alo fw 
P39 snd Peas but they spent the rest ef tse war wih 
the 12th. Whether wey riputlly. can be counted 304 
P38 group i naturally tatable’ Since vo far gs eat be 
dlicrmined the Bell atcraft always outnumbered the P-38, 
this group wil be passed over with ust thy mention, 

A ‘ring miso "aid. on' the" 2nd of Apri, 1944, will 
test serve to llntrate the type of action the P-3Ks a the 
Sicdherrancan found. themacives. engaged in. The And 
Group was Bing cover to 2 format of heavy bombers 
The tine, was approximately 101s: hour. Suddenly 
froup estimated at about, 30 Me-100%,, FW-190s and 
MiC-Bods made a head on pass at the 82nd and unlike 

countered athe time these appeared teady 
ti dhe PSs, Tit eagerness wnt brought 
that another large formation was stalking the 
ombersfrom-a poution igh sbove and ir was tiett oo 
to dew of the and and thas expose the bombers 10 
stuck by thelr top group. The Sad held their sation 
fur did tmanage to pick off ree of the auacking force 
‘ih quick soup abot. ‘The top group did not stack 

"Tae 325 Group tying P-#7s took over from the 82nd 

aS hours and they too were subjected 10 the stmne 


sot of rcs by 21 MeO and agin tree ofthe 10% 
Wiretap the Boers peered 

eta etuph Lights thee po relive the 
s2ht plone e118 bt and ere et se 
iherefer by 16’ more Nan fhe, ba the ching 
ovprun, aienpted wo bychoe tan and get the 
Sere Athy mama” dba coed nd mr 
Se"tambet at ther eoring Fike he at Goo 
‘Rox Sdn Sekt Gens ele she Tain Group, Lap 
tee ered a bigs moms wpsie ean oa wees 0 
fir commie engging fom 707s enemy Be 
Hey mele’ lose the schon wi 2 wi ashok 
doh {Fat the soem phases The wa 

ght fare etamaged Te USAAE ens foe Pk 
Wich ted'e moles telly nding esr fuse oo the 
‘tom Aah -The bomen gr through fo the tree, the 
Eat wets Se iti id mle 8 mae 
HDi coe ce 

Ta Tikes ere‘ ‘ion tw savin 
bontintten fe ecato denabied fy Sch an scant 
frm on 16 Tone, Tos and tate 
Giag they tok fe dws ed by Le Gal Willen 
SPR Su'peaded thie tomb lata cata ee 
oat toware: Vag ipnr alone te Bata unl 
fio Shed a perdtcrmine! yor near Bedapes hey 
Pred on kad fended rete Proce Toe 
Bite ecg aes oa oe Goer noah te 
etching the get area they soo up in. ft cli 
wopan duns fart divng eck onthe Romano 
Kl Ol Referes which, bad etnaed to cee 
Ay erga damage in cher rad bythe hesey bom 
ming down teuphske sre, teas fa, ed 
ary Seabee Sahin were sored en the 
teapot ranean od i hc srs of the dian 
Wiis taped fed ea feng fol ever oe tee 


Germans showed up and 


Lt. Gol. Ben A. Mason, Jr. had been forced to ignore 
1 Me-110 that had attempted intercept him on the way 
fa bur onthe way out he encountered x 110° and. shot 
bi down, whether this ws the same'One is not hnown 
He added wo locomarives and several othet vehicles and 
Hope shooting up targets on the way back ntl his amano 
m exhausted, Othe pilots added eight more locomotives, 
Sind Sehicles that were An the. pth of thelr return Toute 
The Int Fighter Group’ which had been acting a) (0p 
hove eo the ground, 
Possbly the worst day of the wat from « low stand 
point came’ on D-Day during the fovasion of Southern 
France The Tot atc 14th love a. combined total of 23 
Sige and almost ‘the same momber of pilots ‘slong with 
S cqualter as a, revit of the operation. "The 14th 
flow a total of 18 missions during the day but this wat 
topped bythe 21 flown by the. Ist Group. ‘The Groupe 
Sees foul of 14033 sorties during the landing and 
4 pic of enemy squipment. 
ad Group now equipped with the droop snoot 
P38 complete wth 2 bomardler now began to fy high 
Sionade masons in pisce of bombers, “The 15th Ait 
Fores pess release announcing this new type of mission 
th Air Force i Italy — For the fst time in history 
of the MTO, high slinude bombing by Pas Lighting 
{Spe airplanes was undertsken on Augist 2h, when # 
13th At Force Group led by Cal C."T. Ewinton, rob 
fed a 1S-tom Bom load on 2 fal bridge i Norther 
Fly near Latina 
Afr dropping their bombs the P-3ts conducted a 
sweep in which they destroyed nix lacommotvesy damaged 
nef, and strafed» number of tank cars andl 
ing ack. No fisk or enemy fighters Were encountered 
The bomb were sell Concentrated in the target area 
were jn the area daring the bombs 
chs by the: Pigs Hour were 


winger. in Major ‘Thomas B. McGuire, Je. The 475th 
Tenived three DUCn the Gt for an econ msaion 10 
Wemk in August "43 when they not only. protected the 
ombery in uheir care fur alo shot down most of the 
Japanese fighters that attempted. beeak up ube rai 
BUG *mumber two came for thet role in beating of 
farge Japenese fphter force. cha wa atacking shipping 
fn 'Ore Bay in October of 43. The thitd DUC was wot 
foe extended. operations during the inital sages of he 
Phulppines Campaign during October-December 1948 

The Tih Air Force ad's lone Lightning, Geoupy the 
niarin is command: This group started wid PI aod 
wilched to the Bois while serving as 2 part of the 
Hawnan Islands Defense in 1944 They spo combat, 
‘ther thon routine patos, a0 4 group. ‘The s3tse Squad 
fom hawever, wan detached and seat 9 join the S18 
‘Group to serve ay long range escorts for the Beads and 
B20" now hiting ‘Tuk and Two Jum. The 36 Lightings 
few wo thelr new: fave with the pilots tisking that they 
‘would’ be" fourth squadron in the group. Tnstesd they 
Mere st up and 12 P-3ie were attached to each of the 
Thre Sgundrons 

The Lith Ai Force had two Lockheed Groups, the 18th 
nd SuTih The 18th had bee all but wiped Gut at Peat 
Harbor and was e-equipped with PeSty and asigned 10 
the Din Here again they did not ave enough to com 
Blerely ute the froup 20 Kaho few P39, Poly and 
Pijox, A‘move to New Guinea in Auguit of 4 relied 
in the entre group petting Lightnings which they. 
tained und ti war thd. Phey won a DUC for shooting 
Up's Jap convoy attempting wo remorce their troops at 
Uhyte Phe date was 10 Né 

ike ihe 1h, the 2470h Depa io operate some FR 
from They escorted 
Tanne, Their move to. New Giines: alo. rewlted in 
Complete hange-over to Pelt. ‘The group now bees 

miting bombers, Wo, the Celcben Bence, Ceram sed 
Hlalmahers, Ther DUC came for 3 serie of raids carried 


fu at lang range over water © Makasar in the Czlebes 
in November of 4, 


The CBI was simile in some reypect to the MTO 
in thc the Lightnings of the 10th Ait Force were tans 
feered to the Vath Al Fotee and bout wall be covered 
fre as'n Single uni. ‘The 10th started wh thse PSS 
froups, the 3rd, Stor and 90k 

The Sir war a seasoned troup that acl seca action 
in the Wentern Desert Bying Pads. The 33d moved 10 


Iris in February of 44 and joined the 10th Air Force 
“They were equipped with Pius, Missions were flown in 
Borns nod St von then feessigned t0 the 14th tue com 
nued o operate in the same area unl the war ended. 

The ‘ist arrived so Tada. in March of "42 equipped 
with Pads It moved to China in October of “3 and Was 
then testgmed to the th and reeewved some’ P38, 
Shing 's manture of Lightings and’ Warhawhy unt re 
Equipped with Mustangs io 1948. The assigned: tle of 
SUEr mntwons prevented from rolling up a score of 


The 80th Group became operational in September 1943 
fying s macure ef Pty and Reior and war the ony one 
tthe ree to feria wath the 10m the ere wags'A 
BUC war awarded for tor rale tm preventing 3 lege 
Jopanete tomer fore fram riding the vial of refinery 
LEAs Today on 37 March 1944, when they broke UP 
fhe Yormaeny aid shor down saon’ of the bomber 


Other areas in which the P-38 operated 


Mae Lith Air Force in the Aleutians included one P38 
soup, the Sabed but Uke wo many others ft also inched 
S'nurhter of P-#by in the carler days, ‘The group Wad 
lider the commnand of Cal. Jos 8 Chenault the ton 
of the famed AVG Fiying Tiger Commander. Seatoned 
dimendoct Field they ew pat, dive-bombed. and 

nt Jap campn on Kida and although ‘eit last com 
ft ristion wae flown in. October of 3 they termined 
in Alssha uot the war ended 

‘Ase a shed Group wich operated some 
ype from May-of 42 unl November of "33. Though 
My proop should have teen a part of the 6th Air Force 
it or Lated an such nthe record 

The four other “P-3H groups in existence were all 
sssgned to the ath Ale Force sn the Westen half of the 
UIST eaining groups, These included the 360m, 47304 
nd 330ch Thee uty wo ra pons for comb unit 

To sum up the Lightning, ie enbved 4 highly success 
ful career ana fighter, saw service ay the Fa and FS In 
the pve recon veran, was modified t0 catty a bon 
tardler in the so calle’ droop anoot version et & fd 
‘operator asa. naght-Sghuer. "Phey hung. bombs. on it 

Mt a divebomber and level-bomber and even Mi 

je of torpedoes 00 one a5 an experiment 
Tt secon tht the name the German ground. pounders 
hung’ co the old bind ft her bea, ™ Der Gabechwana 
Teale” At one ex Lightning 
Ace put fiy and fe 
a 2 Hes 
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ach pubcatonilustates one type or mar subtypes | No. 6 Curtis (F-40) Kittyhawk Mk IV. 
Ds fencarsec on tasie cobs caer wet te In RAF: RAAF. RNZAF: SARE. CAP. Nether. 
Othe A ares tte Wl Each onl com et lands Eat ines: Russtn ar Finnish Ar Frees 
See ope aE Pear poatte 
tnd an ices sown whee meneey hey nove 
ior reed ccandar tote eee Reeand a os 
five half-tone photographs, each issue will also contain | NO- Curties P-40 Warhawk 
one full coldur plate illustrating twenty examples of Unit In USAAF-French and Foreign service 
Imlonie ot the Workés Ar Feces, No. 8 Supermarine. Spitire—Grffon Engine 
maine Sotire Mi 
Ma! Nor Arvroan 51D pare. puma Ste ME 
In USAAF-USAF terven BG aa 
No. 2 Republic P-47 Thunderbolt. ‘Spad Scouts S.Vi 
InUSAAF-USAF: RAF-Tree French: French Air | No. 10 Lockheed P-38 Lightning 
Fires Miscins Bese bed coor Ab Fences || ee! til comseseieal woe Uncore? 
No. 12 Albetros Seouts 
No. 3. North American Muttang Mk. HIV. 
In RAF: RAAF. SAAF, RNZAF. RCAF service | No. 13 Avro Lancaster 
No. 14. Bowing 8-17 Fiving Fortress 
No. 4 80 Mk. VL, Mertin 
meee Battle of Britain 
In RAF, RAAF: SAAF- RCAF: USAAF: Bouin: Sys Sirs Hn cae 
Polish; Crechoslovakian: Free French: French, 3 Merc 0” Swan ona ot 
R. Seas a ena Aon Israeli. Se aan an Ok deny 
‘ek: Tuna Pon 
Brmose ets Arrowces =" "| | wo, 2 Finnish Air Force 
2 acorn Sey Posen be Por 
North American P-618/C Mustang. 
in USAAF sera, Siler content No. 1 but 
‘athonel overage ct a BT and 38 


SPECIFICATION—P-98 LIGHTWING. (Example chowes P-38L) 
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